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Pariſh Church of arherd. 


Colofs. ii. 4. Aud this L ſay, leſt any 
Man ſhould begiile you with enticing 
Words. | | 


\ Uch is the zeal Worth and Invalu- 
* ableneſs of Souls, and ſuch the 
Excellency, and Importance of 
be Goſpel, which conducts us in the 
ay to eternal Life and Happineſs, 
ut all Errors and Jiluffons, which 
nd to the miſguiding and perverts 
g Sls, and corrupting the Truth and 
1685 of the Goſpel, are of the 
dangerous and fatal Conſequence: 


A 2 Hence 


4 A Seaſenable Caution 
Hence it is that Hereffes are reckon's 
by St. Paul among the Works of the Fleſ, 
and plac'd 17 the ſame Rank with A 
dultery and Fornicatzon, Idolatry, Witch 
craft, Murthers, Drunkeneſs, and the 
like, for we read of dammable Hereſis, 
as well as the Perdition of fooliſh and 
burt ful Luſts, ' And yet ſuch is our 
Folly and IWretchedneſs, that (ever ſince 
our firſt and great 18 55 from God, 
by the Seduction of the Devil) we are 
very apt to forſake Divine Truths, 
which duly followed, would lead u 
to Life and Happineſs, and are ſo fe. 
duced, and led aſide into the crooke: 
Paths of Error and Deluſion, as to tres 
the Maze of Deceit and Impoſture. 
And tho' in other matters, People 
having been ance cheated and ini 
upon, makes em more cautions at 
wary that they be not deluded 2 /: 
cond time, and few are ſo fool-bardy 
not to be // of that Stare where 
they have been once already entory/ 

yer (which is our deplorable State, 


rath 


tuded us in Paradiſe, we have, been 
but the more apt to be deceived by 
Him and his Taſtruments ; for the firſt 
grand Deluſion there put upon us (like 
the firſt Wedge driven into a Logg) 
made zg) for all his deluſive Fallacies: 
Nor are Men in this State of Sin and 
Short ſo htedne-s apt only themſelves to 
be deceived, but (which aggravates 
and adds to the wretchedneſs) being 
deceived themſelves, they are diligent 
and induſtrious to do the ſame by others; 
as People infected with the Plague, 
have, as it's ſaid, as part of the Diſ- 
al their Deſires, as inflam'd as their 
Blood, to ſpread the Contagion, Upon 
all which Conſiderations, tbe Apoſtles of 


the Diſciples of their Lord and Ma- 
of Deceit and Im poſture, to prevent 


deſtrudlzve Errors, and imbibing ſuch 


Doctrine 


| rather Fah) ever. fince the Devil de- 


our bleſſed Lord and Saviour have been 
very zealouſly ſollicitous to antidote. 


ſter, againſt the Danger and Miſchief 4 
their being ſeducd and milled into 4 
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| Dbtrines and Principles as might per 


vert their Faith, ard hazar d their Sy 
through the ſubtle Artifices of Fraud 
and IA ſſon. a ih, 


Te very well knew, that this was 
one great Dehign and Purpofe of their 
Apoſtleſhip : Epheſ. iv. 14. God gave 
fome Ales and ſome P 15 and 
ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and 
Teachers, that we benceforth' be no more 
Children, toſs'd to and fro and carried a- 
bout with every Wind of Doctrine by the 
fleigbt of Men, and cunning Craftineſs 
whereby they He in wait to deceive. It 
was their great Concern, the chief Bu- 
ſineſs they were to be employ d in, 
not only t feed Souls with ſaving Know- 
Edge, and wholeſome Truths, but al- 
ſo to preſerve em from being poyſon'd 
with pernicious Errors : Te this pur- 
= pole it is that St, John exhorts fo ear- 
W neſtly 1, 3, 7. Little Children let n 
Aan decerve you. And fo again, St. 
Per. ii. 3, 17. Te therefore beloved, ſee- 
ng ye know theſe Things before, — 0 


apaint e 

lt ye alſo Being led the of 
Kee Wo 72 "fall from a aro ſtead 4 
1%. And the great Apoſtle, St. 


was not in this matter ſefs zealous 190 | 

the reſt, Heb, X111. 9. Ben not carried about 
ange Doctrmes, „ for it 

that ls Heart be eſtabliſi'd 


with drvers and ſtr 
ira good thing 7 


1 Grace ; and ſo again, Epbeſ, V. 6., 


fir becauſe of es of theſ, fe things comes the 77 rath 


And 2 Cor. Xi. 


bis Subtilty, ſo your Minds ſhould be cor- 
mien om the ft mplicity tl that is in Chriſt. 


in the Text, 


and Pains he had taken to keep 'em 
in a right Underſtanding of the Myſtc- 


nd Ke 


that 


— 


Let #6 Merve 7 — with vain N ords, 


of God upon t the Cie of D:ſobedience. | 


. T fear (lays he to 
the Chriſtians a Corinth) leſt by any 


Means, as the Serpent beomled Eve thro. 
Alluding to the jſt original and great 
Example of Fraud and Daa 8 ius 
Having told the Coloſſians what Care. 
s 0 file Goſpe pl and preſerve in em 


doe of their Duty, both 
Faith aud Pracdice, he lets em know 
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that all his Care and Pains, was to pre. 
vent their being denen d Heducers, 
whoſe ſoft Flatteries, and. fallacious o 
Courtſhip, was only to ingratiate hem. I d 
ſelves, whereby they might the re WW at 
effelually per vert em from their Prin Ic 
ciples, and the Faith delipered to the 
Saints ; this I ſay therefore (ſays he) 
that is, I give you this Caution, ear- Nu 
neſtly perſuade you to be upon your {WH 
Guard, leſt any Man begiule you with Wn: 
enticing Winds,” 0 : it +. 

From which Paſſaze L ſhall obſerve MD 

I. That there always have been, 
ſtilE are, and hereafter uu be, People Nd 
in the. World, whoſe Deſigns and u- ter 


deauuuns are to propagate Hrors and . 
Deluftons. 4 580 8 
RG It 


II. That ſuch Iinpoſtors and De- ke 
cievers of Souls, enſnare and begwis by 


em by the moſt pecious and plauli- Wan 


ble Methods, the cunningeſt and moſt eu- che 
ticing Words, xl, 


1 ... 2a * F 
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III. The great Danger that there is 
of being be — d by ſuch, ſhould ex- 
cite in us 2 exacteſt Circumſpection, 
and engage us to exerciſe our greateſt 


Care, leſt we be begual d una dare y. And, 


Laſily, The proper means to pre- 
vent our being impos d upon by any 
Frauds or Impoſtures of that. Nature, 
namely, by having our Minds enlight- 
ened with a ſoun Knowledse of our 
Duty, and continuing ſtedfaſt and im- 
moveable in our Pinciples. The 


Firſt Thing I ob&rv'd was, that there 
aways have been, ſtill are, and hereat- 
ter ail be, People in the World whoſe 
Defigns and Endeavours are to propa- 


gate Errors and Deluſtons ; ſuch make 


it their Buſineſs to deceive and beguile 
Feoples nder(tandzugs 01 Re ee 
by captious and ſophiſtical Reaſonings, 
and o retending to be the only Tea- 
bers ay fre uth) adteae it Ai ſuch 

mix- 
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10 A Seaſomable Caution 
mixtures of Falſhood as have only a fair Wo 
Reſemblance and plauſible Appearance 
Hit; of theſe our Bleſſed Saviour fore. 
told us Matt. xxiv. 24. [here ſhall ariſ 
falſe Chriſts and falſe Apoſtles, and (if Mor 
it were poſhble) they ſhall, by their Net 
Frauds, deceive the very Elect. This 
the Apoſtle means by the ſlight of Mes Wc 
and their cunning Craftinefs, where 
they He in wait to decerve ; fuch Crafts. 
Maſters the Church of God has been 
peſter'd and difturb'd with in a Are, 
Heatheniſh, Mahumitan, Jewiſhr, Sci- ./ 

nian, Atheiſtical, Heretical, and Sciſma- 

tical Decei vers. ED | 

Fi Add further, the wretched Jeworanc 
and Stupidity, and ſometimes id Di 
us of ſuch as endeavour to bez: 
ale, 4 
Same deceive others being decervf 
themſelves, and thro” Miſtake do te 
ort of the Devil, while they verily 
think they are promoting the Interel 
of Chriſts Kingdom; this is (its true) 
attended with les Gwlt to at 
| 1 


but with no leſs Danger to thoſe who 


hearken to, and are perſwaded by em; 


for qgnorantly believing the Errors they 
advance, they {trive to perſwade others, 
{With more Eagerneſs and Fervency, as 
 Minigining they are doing em good Ser- 
ie, when they are but the more ef- 
fectually deſtroying en: Poyſon is not 
whit the leſ malignant and deſtructiue 
xecaule it is adminiſtred by an anbappy 
ſitate, or by one who ee. 
ook it for a Remedy. 

Others (true Sons of the Devil) be- 
wile People meerly out of a villanous 
eg and ſiniſter Purpoſe, who the 
etter to promote their Vain glory, or 
me ſordid ſecular Intere&F, make it 
ceWcir Buſcacſs to go about to pervert 
Md decezve: Theſe, to advance them- 
ale lres to Worldly Grandeur, matter not 
hat Doctrines they broach, or evil 
nucples they advance; hence it is that 
ere are ſo many furious Abetters of 
ole abominable Hereſies ſo lately re- 
d in oppoſition to the ſound Princt- 

| | | B 2 ples 
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: 12 A Saſmable Cavrtron 
ples of our Chierch, and which tend to the 
. overthrow of our Constitution, as well as 
of ChriFiamty itſelf; no wonder then 
when a Prelate ſhall lay it down for Ds. 
drme, that Chriſt's rag pon are equally 
his Subjects, and as ſuch equally withnt 
Authority to alter, to add to, or to inter. 
pret his Laws, that fo many of the 
meaneſt Mechanicks have diſguisd 
themſelves with a Cloak and a Band, 
and from Weavers, Coblers and Tinker, 
{et up for Teachers and Preachers, and 
think they have as ſufficient an 4 
thority ſo to do, as the heft Epiſcopal- 
ly Ordain'd Miniſters imChriſfs Church; 
no wonder if ſuch, the better to effeci 
their baſe Deſigns, uſe all the enſnarii 
methods that poſhbly they can, to lead 
the Ignorant into Error, to draw awa 
the Wavering, and to pervert all wh 
are not ſettled and well grounded in thy 
Trutb. Bonn | 
Others again, ſuch as Som Mag 
(and many ſince him) out of a val! 
Affectation of being thought the Head 


and 
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againi? SEDUCERs. 13 
and Leaders of a Party, have invei- 
gled farb as have been unable and 


ſubject to itching Ears, hunting after 
Novelties, and chereby draum multi- 
tudes of Diſciples after em, Acts viii. 9. 
There was a certain man call d Simon, 


who bewitched the People of Samaria, 


gong out that himſelf was ſome great 


Some do it (as I obſerv'd) purely 
to enrich themſelves ; theſe uſe their 
Cunning only for Preferment, running 
into the Errors of Balaam for Reward, 
ſuch were thole whom the Apoſtle 
cautions againſt. 


not according to the doctrine of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, he is proud, knowing no- 
thing, but doting about queſtions and ſtriſes 
of words, whereof comes envy, railings, 
evil ſurmiſings, perverſe diſputings of men 
of corrupt minds and deſtitute of the truth, 
ſuppoſing that gain is godtmeſs ; from 


ſuch withdraw thy ſelf, v. 10. But this 
is not all, for as he adds, the mouths 


of 


1 Tim. vi. 5. If 


an mam teach unwholeſome words, and 
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14 A Seaſonable CauTion 

ſuch ought to be topped, becauſe they 
175 — whole houſes, ide ag they 
ought. not for filthy Iucres fake. 1 Tit. 
11. That Seducers ſhould thus wick- 
edly endeavour to pervert Souls only to 
fill their own Nets, was no more than 
what St. Peter had long before, and no 
leſs plainly foretold, Ch.11.2,3. thro” cove- 
zouſneſs (ſays he) ſhall they with Lage 


words make merchandixe of you : whoſe 


judgment now of a long time lingreth not, 


and therr Damnation ſlumbreth not. 
Having thus made good the firs? 
Obſervation, namely, That there al- 
haus been, ſtill are, and hereaf- 
ter w2# be People in the World whoſe 
Deſigns and Endeavours are to pro- 
mote Errors and Deluſians, the next 
W Remark was, That ſuch Inpoſtors and 
deceivers of Souls make uſe of the 


W moſt ſpecrous and plauſible methode, 
the cunningeſt and moſt enticing Words 


W to enſnare and beguile with. 

Z) enticing Words, the Apo&tle means 
Perſwaſions of the ſofie$ and ſmootheſt 
Ly Lan: 


| again SEDUCERS. + 15 
Language, thoſe ſophiſtical Inſmmations 
and rhetorical Blandiſpments, where- 
with they (who are skilful to deceive) 
tickle the ite hing Fars, and allure and 
inveigle the eaſy Belief of their credu- 
lous and unwary Diſciples; ſo St. Paul 
| deſcribes em, Rom. xvi. 8. they who 
cauſe Diviſions are ſuch as ſerve not the 
Lord Jeſus Christ, but their own belly, 
and by good words and fair ſpeeches de- 
cieve the Hearts of the ſimple. All the 
erroneous and ſcandalous Doctrines, 
maintained and aflerted by ſome Right 
Reverend Hereticks in the Church, as 
well as other Sceptic and Diſſenters 
out of it, are chiefly to be afcrib'd to thes 
Artifice * To this are owing the impu- 
dent Affronts offer'd to ow Bleſſed Sa- 
wour's Divinity, and the Doctrine of 
the ever Bleſſed Trinity, the Authori- 
ty of a Divine Miſſion, and Miniftrati- 
on of Teachers and Pa$ors in Chris 
burch, &c. which of late have been 


the 


0 boldly attack'd, to the Diſbonour of 
od, the Scandal of the Church, and 
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16 A Seaſomable Caution 
the Offence of all gaad and ſober Chri- 
ſtians; theſe — have with Arti- 
fice and Cunnzng been fo managed as to 
get Proſelites to account em no parts 
of Chriftian Religion; I ſay theſe vile 
Errors, which maſt overthrow all Chn- 
Fgianih, and are diſpers d among you 
W be Chriftian Lait * owing - 5 
WO enticing Words of Falſe Teachers. So alſo 
are the Schiſms and abominable Teucts 
of Fenatical Diſſenters owing to the ſame 
cunning Artifice of their deluding Le 
ders, who, by \whmmg and canting, by 
pretending to more than ordinary Sar- 
dit and Holineſs, ſeduce the unwary. 
A notable Inſtance of this we have 
in faithful Cummin, a Popiſh Prieſt, an 
Dominican Friar, in the Reign of 
Queen #lizabeth, who (tho' he was wh": 
kept and careſs'd in a Bl 0 s Family im 
and maile his Companion and Confidau,”* 
yet pretended to be a — 8 BY 
more than ordinary Zeal and Sancli 
and the better to delude the Poj Yo 
4 rid the Book of Common Prayer, 


2 
hat 


aqxainqt SE DU ERS. t7 
a Tranſlation only of the Maſs Book, 
and ſet up an extempore way of Pray- 
ing of his own, aflerting that to be the 
only true ſpiritual Way of Praying in 
Chriſt's ſprritual Kingdom, the Church; 
and that . jet Forms is a ftinttng of the 
Hirit, and no way agreeable to Chriſt's 
ſpiritual Kinodom. This took fo won- 
derfully with the zg:orant People, 
and he gain'd ſuch a Multitude of 
Proſelytes, that the Qucen and Council 
order d bis Appreherſion ; but, he ma- 
king his Eſcape, his chief Followers 
eclar'd, they never ſaw ſo heavenly 
and zealous a Man; and urg'd, that 
e uſed frequently to rail againit zhe 
Fope and Church of Rome; inſomuch 
hat when this was noiſed at Rome 
where he fled) and the Pope taxed 
uh im with reviling him in gland 
among the Hereticks, he made this 
Weply ; © I confeſs my Lips have ut- 

i 
u tered what ny Heart never thought: 
1 Your Holineſs little thinks what Ser- 
*. vice I have been doing You ; I have 
: C « preach'd 
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| I 8 A Seaſonable C AUT 10K 
N © preach'd (ſaid be) againſt ſet Form. 
© of Prayer, and ccall'd the Engl 


Prayers, Englihh Maſs, and have per- 
* ſuaded ſeveral to pray ſpiritually eu. I 
* tempory ; and this has ſo much ta- 
© ken with the People, that the Church I 
© of England is become as odious to that {W6 
fort of People I have been proſch- Id 
* -tzng, as Maſs is to the Church of Ez. Wi! 
© land ; and this will be a Stumblins- N 


© Block to that Church, ſo long as it is 
© aChurch.' Upon which the 7 2 com- 
mended him, and gave him a Reward 

of 2000 Ducats for his good Service. 
Thus you fee to what the firſt be. 
ginning of Schiſms and Diſſenters a. 
mong us ig owmy . And from this wi: 
Seducer have their Leaders ever (inci 
gone about propagating Lies and Vivi 
fine, Conventicles and Separations, de- 
luding fly Women, and more filly Men; 
and what's wanting in true and ſold 
Reaſon to deceive the Hearts of the ſw 
ple, they make up with enveigling An 
tiſices, enticing and alluring * 
| 2 
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again SEDUGERS. 19 


Truth is a Jewel that is its own Or- 
nament, and its Simplicity the richeſt 
and - beſt Dreſs ; wherefore the Apo- 
fle St. Paul tells the Corinthians, that 
in his addreſſes to em, he came not with 
excellency of Speech, or of Man's NH 
dom, but declared to em the Teſtimony of 
Cod: Whereas Error (tho' bold eno') 
dares not appear in its natural Dreſs 
and Complexion, in its true genuine 
Features, leſt its Deformity ſhould be 
ſeen and detected; this is conſciaus to 
elf of, and therefore #rys to ena- 
mour with a gaudy Iyim. Celſus and 
orpbyry, Julian and Pelagius of Old, 
alvm and Fox, Mugolcton and Naylor, 
a. ud many others of late Years (Ring- 


e eaders of Quakers, Anabaptiſts, and 


nee cher Scheſmaticks in the Church, and 
- Nebels in the State) have with admi- 
de- ble Skill and Dexterity manag'd the 
en amous Arguments they took in hand, 
ad drefs'd 'em up in ſuch plauſible 
ure, that Multitudes who have not 
en well priucepled, or who are giddy 
5 | ICs By (EIN 
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20 A Seaſogable CAUTION 
and wavering, apt to be 19fs'd to an 
fro, have been ſeduced and miſled by the 
enticing Words and cunning Sophyſtry, 
Nov, ſince this Malignity 1 is ſo fata, 
and the Danger there 1s of being d. 
cerw'd by it, is ſo great, this ſhould, x 
J argu'd, 

1 Hy, Excite in us a diligent Can 
and Garaus pection, leſt we be delu 


by any, who thus He i m ait to decceuſiu 
by ſuch ſubtle Artifices : That whidt! 
ſhould engage us to be the more ufd / 


our Gzerd, is, that tun of the moWar 
precious and valuable Things in ch 
World are endanger'd by being Aab 
fed upon and team 'din Matters of K 
Igion, namely, the Truths of God, at 
the Souls of Men, which made t 
Apoſtle, in the Text, fo ſollicitous a 
zealous in the Caſe, les any Man ju 
_begunle bis Coloſſian Chriſtians, whom! 
had ſo tender a Rœgard for; and fur 

be was not fo affetonately concern'd a 
. careful,” that they; or we ( for wn 


kale fee inge were corita uh 
I 8 


. qgamst SEDUCERS. . 21 


would be remiſs and negligent; we (1 
ſay) who are as liable | to be perverted 
as ever the Coloſſians were, falſe Teach- 
es abounding amongſt us Now, as 
plentifully as among them of Old, 
which gives as great Cayſe for the ex- 
erciſe of vigilant Caution (that no Man 
beowle us wnth enticing Words) as ever 


who abound ſo much every where, and 
the pernicious DEP ons they make uſe 
sf, the plauſible Pretences, ſubtle Arts 
and 3 of Flattery ( wherewith 
they inſiuusate themſelves and their 
abominable Notions) make it abſo- 
Jutely neccſſary for us to attend upon 
wr Duty, and to be alw ays Lins 
againſt Seducers, that we ſuffer nothing 
to decoy us from any of the ſound Prin- 
aples of the Church we are Members of, 
mi vhoſe. Faith we have embrac'd, and in 
* the Profeſſion and Praclice of whoſe Do- 


{ oM&1ines we ſhould reſolve to live and die. 


lk de liſten to the Devices of any 
who he 2 in wart to deceive, or by negt- 


they had : The Multitude of Decervers . 
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22 A Seaſanalle CAU T ION 


gence and inadvertence embrace ci 
fromous and falſe Principles, they'll 7 
ſoon miſlead us into the abſurdeſt He. 
laſons; by this Means, from zeal Wi , 
Ms of the Church, and loyal Members 
of the State, we may commence hig- 
gotted Schiſ matichs, and furious Re- 4 
bels, void of all Fear, either of God i 6 
Man, and fo ripe for Deſtruction and 
a juſt Judgment from both: being once 
maſled by the wicked to imbibe diſſolute I 
Principles, they will naturally be at- 3 
tended with the moſt profligate Pra- Wl x; 
CHCES. | | 

But, as was obſerv'd in the laſt Place, N 
If we take duc Care to have our Mind: 
inlightned with a ſound Knowledse of inf 
ebe Truth, it will be a proper Means 
to prevent our being mpos'd porn by 
Frauds and Impoſtors ; for theſe are eu- 
' faly detected by a found Judgment, 
according to that of our Bleſſed Sau- 
our, Matt. vi. 22, 23. The Ligbt of the 
Body us the e; if therefore thine Eye 
be ſtegle, thy whale Body ſhall be je H 


again SE DUCERS., 23 
Light : but if thine Eye be evil, thy 
whole Body ſhall be full of Darkneſs. If 
therefore ihe Laght that is in thee be Dark- 
neſs, how great 15 that Darkneſs! As 
tho our Bleſſed Saviour had ſaid, what 
the Eye is to the Body, that the Rea- 
ſm of aur Minds is to the Manage- 
ment of our Actions; the one governs 
and directs the ouward Man, the other 


abſurd, who (having his Eyes in his 
Head ) wilfully ſhuts em, and runs 


ly mſtructed, and a rational Soul truly 
nm d) ſuffers binſelf to be deluded 
as by any Impoſtors. | 

When we have embraced a ſound 
Knowledge of our Duty, we are in 


© Wying thro' l2norauce. But if, on the 
ther Hand, the Light that is in a Man 
Darkneſs ; if his Principles be fall, 


E 
and 


the mward ; and as he is wretchedly 


headlong upon Dangers, ſo is he no leſs 
ndiculous, who (having a Mind right- 


2 ſair way tO make an happy Conclu- 
n; for ſince we know, and are rght-. 
y mform'd in it, there's no miſcar- 


«. 
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24 A Seaſonable Caution 
and corrupt, this will influence all his 
Actions the wrong way. 

People may fo vitiate their Mind, 
and debauch their Underſtandzngs, as to 
call Evil Good, and Good Evil; and then 
no wonder if they tr: Religion int, 
Rebellion, and Faith into Facdlion, if they 
commit Sin with oreedineſs. Much to 
this Purpoſe the Holy Jeſus Diſcourſes, 
Matt. X11. 33. Fitber make the Tre 
good, and his Fruit good, or elſe male 
the Tree corrupt, and the Fruit corrujt; 
for the Tree is known by its Fruit; that 
is, as the Fruit follows the Nature offer 
the Tree that bears it, ſo do the Au. 
ons of Mens Lives anſwer the Print 
ples of their Made; wherefore we a I 
1njoin'd to keep ou Hearts with all DN 
lence, that we may be ſ/edfaſt in Aal. 
- Orthodox Faith, and a Practice agree 

able to it; for to be fix'd and ſettle 

in the Sound Dafrines we are targht i 

the Church of England, is the belt & 

curity againſt Fraud and Jmpoſture. 


9 


Against SR DUC ERS. 23 
St. Paul having juſt before the Text 
aſſerted, that in Chri$? Jeſus are hid 
all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Know- 
lelge, he thence addrefles himſelf with 
the utmoſt Fervency to em, Ibis I 
ay, that is, I direct you to the inex- 
bauſtible Treaſures that are ſtor'd up in 
brit Jeſus, that you may be made 
wiſe by bis Wiſdom, leſt any Man ſhould 
eguile you with enticing Words; that 
s, diligently hearken to the Inſtructions 
M f the Holy Jeſus, bold faſt the Dotrines 
utWegrecable to the Goſpel of our Lord and 


via, the great and wiſe Teacher, 


n they'll ſufficiently dzſipare the il- 
ive Enchantments of Deceivers. 
a The fame Apoſtle reprehends the 


DſWdlatians for their fickle Inconſtancy, 


al, 111. 1. O fooliſh Galatians, who hath 
reewrtch'd you, that ye ſhould not obey the 
ib? I marvel that ye are ſo ſoon ro- 


oed from him that called you unto ano- 
Goſpel ; but there be ſome who trou- 


you, and pervert the Goſpel of Chriſt. 
r us to * well principled, and 
1 rightly 
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26 A Seaſonable CauTion 
rightly eſtabliſbed in the Truth, wil 
eff- chal y confound the Eloquence, Ii 
and Subtilty of falſe Teachers : There 
are (it's true) too many Exception 
from this general Rule, the Church 
Militant having been peſtered with 
Renegadoes in every Age, who for 
worldly Interef and Grandeur have 
turn'd Apoſtates, chang'd with th 
Times, and join'd Hand in Hand with 
any thing that ſeem'd to be upper; 
hence it is, that ſome have profeſſe 
to be of the Church one Day, hatt 
ſided with the Intereſt of Papiſts and 
ther, and of Fanaticks a third; ani 
theſe are as ready to be any thing elan 
when the Iime ſhall ſerve ; but thi 
Fall of ſuch, who (whatever the 
ey, are of no Religion at ti 
ttom, ought to be no ſtumbling 
Block to us : It's no ſtrange thing thi 
among ſuch a Multitude of Profeſo 
ſome 1 1me-ſervers thould ſcandalize at 
reproach their 'Profeſſion ; St. Jobn 
told us, what may abate the fray 
Qt | ” 


again Sx Duck RS. 27 


neſs, and remove the Scandal of all 
ſub, John i. 2, 19. They went out 
from us, but they were not of 15 ; for if 
they bad been of us, they would no doubt 
have continued with us ; but they went 
out, that they might be made manifeſt 
that they were not all of us. 

Pride, Ambition, and covetous De- 
fires of the things of this World, influ- 
ence many too powerfully : This 
made Demas abandon St. Paul, and 
the Goſpel too, 2 Tim. iv. 10. Demas 
bas forſaken me, having lov'd this preſent 
World, and is departed from Iheſſalonica. 
The Thorns in the Parable (the Riches 
and Gratifications of this J}/orld) choak- 
ed the good Seed, that it came to no 
Perfection. Thirty Pieces of Silver in- 
fluenc d Judas, both to deſert and be- 
in tray bis Lord and Maſter : But if we 
re true Diſciples of the Holy Jeſus, and 
real Lovers of his Church ( inſtead of 
deſerting or betraying it upon any Conſi- 
deration ) we ſhall maintain its ſound 
7 ninciples, and an agreeable Practice, 
D 2 in 
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28 A Seaſonable CAUTION 


in Oppoſition to all Difficulties or Dau- 
gers. It's eaſily obſerv'd, how zeal 
the blind Sectaries among us are in 
their Errors, even to the utmoſt Big- 
gotry ; in ſuch times of Error there- 
fore, weare (as the Apoſtle injoins) ear- 
neſtly to contend for the Faith and found 
Doctrines once delivered to the Saints, 
to bold em fact, and not let em go: We, 
who are Members born and bapiiz'd in 
the Communion of our moſt excellent 
Church, ought to be upon our Guard 
to Fence againſt all its Enemies and 
Oppoſers. 

 Popery, Popery, has of late Days 
been the deluſive Cry, vile Atheiſm 
and Fanaticiſm, Infidelity and Schiſm, 
Presbytery and Knavery, have gain'd 
Ground, and ſpread their malignant 
_ Contagion : Theſe are Enemies àctu- 
ally nouriſh'd within our own Bou- 
cls, and neither want the ill nor 
Gaming to; undermine the Funda 
- #:ons, and blow up the Superſtructwe 

of our. Conſlitution: Theſe are ro 


again SEDUCERS. 29 
Adverſaries, who are always going a- 
bout to heguile People with their enti- 
ans Words : , The imminent Danger 
therefore we are in from their evil 
Devices, ſhould unite us in an inviola- 
ble Fidelity to our moſt Holy Mother 
the Church, leſt the Eiemy s Strength 
and Cunning be more prevalent by our 


) 
1 
U 
1 


„an, as the Apoſtle deſcribes em, 
0 


Iim. iii. 6. Having the Form of God- 
meſs, they creep into Houſes, and lead 
tive the filly ; againſt all ſuch we 
a Fad need be watchful, left they draw 
People to their Ways and Opinions: 
nase know the greatneſs of their blind 
ant al, who compaſs Sea and Land to make 
ture Proſelyte, and ſhould be as careful 
u o prevent the evil Effects of it. | 


nor One Way to effect it, is, to do all 


le can towards the inſtilling ſound 
tles 
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Fickleneſs and Inſtability : We are too 
enſeble of their Devices, and cann't but 
ſee how ſubtily they work upon the Tg- 


les into the Minds of the Ig. 
5 an: 
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| _ © found Principles, as will prevent the! 


rant: This cann't be better done, than 
by the Care that is now taking in the 
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ſober and religious Education of poor and 
deſtreſſed Children: By this Means 
(thro' the Bleſſing of God) good Prin- 
ciples will grow up with their Tears, 
and make em uſeful to the Publick; 
ſo that hereby we ſhall furniſh the nc 
Age with a Set of zealous Church if 
England- Men, who having (even from 
the Days 4 their Touth ) imbib'd its 
found Dodrmes, will be enabled to 
defend and aſſert its Cauſe, againſt al 
heretical or ſchiſmatical Oppoſers. The 
Diſſenters ( thoſe inveterate Enemies 
to our Church ) have of late ſet up ſe 
veral Schools to ſeduce Souls to theit 
Errors ; we ought certainly to be as 
zealous in providing an effectual Re 
mech again & it, that by our cheartil 
Contrabutions, and liberal Alms-g:out 
towards the Teaching and Cloathing it 
Poor and Needy in the Land: Ihe 
may be inſtructed in ſuch good anc 
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gain SEDUCERS. 31 
being ſeduc'd by any Error of the Wie- . 
led. This will tend to a general Re- 
formation of Manners ; by this Cha- 
ny poor Children, who might other- 
wiſe be Curling and Swearing, Pilfer- 
ing and Stealing about your Doors, 
will be diſciplin'd in the Fear of God, 
and thoſe Mouths which were accu- 
ſtom d to Oaths and Curſes, taught to 
ſomnd forth his Praiſe and Glory: fo 
ſhall we, inſtead of trembling at their 
Blaſpbemies in the Streets, be delight- 
ed with their Hallelujahs in our 
Churches. This then is a Bleſſed Work 
indeed! and what God will abundant- 
ly Reward ; for they who are inſtru- 
mental to turn Souls to Righteouſneſs, 
ſhall ſhine as the Stars in the Kingdom 


/ God for ever and ever, If therefore 


we would hope for an ineſtimable 


Bleſſing in Heaven, we muſt remem- 


ber to give /berally and freely, to en- 


courage ſuch good Works. upon Earth. * 
Which, that you may all do, and be 
| 5 l 4 _eter- > : 


penal Sen 


Bleſſed and Happy, God of 
his infinite Mercy grant, 4/4 the fake” 
- of our Saviour Jeſus Chrift, To vhm, 
"with the Father, and the; Hol Ghof, 
Three Perſons, and One God, k aſcribed 
all N and Glory, both now and for 
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